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1 . Claims 1 -32 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. No claim for priority has been made in this application. 

3. The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims in 
this application is 8/4/2001 . 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement filed October 3, 2002 fails to comply 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because date of publication 
for non paten literature documents: "A Scalable System for Consistently Caching 
Dynamic Web Data", Challenger et al. and "A Publishing System for Efficiently Creating 
Dynamic Web Content", Challenger et al. are missing the publication dates. It has been 
placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of 
any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the 
submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of 
determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, 
including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See 
MPEP § 609 H C (1). 
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Double Patenting 

5. Claim(s) 1-25 of patent #6,789,170 contain(s) every element of claim(s) 
14, 23-25, 27 and 31 of the instant application and as such anticipate(s) claim(s) 2^ 
13, 15-22, 26, 28-30 and 32 of the instant application. 



"A later patent claim is not patentably distinct from an earlier patent claim if the later 
claim is obvious over, or anticipated by, the earlier claim. In re Longi , 759 F.2d at 896, 
225 USPQ at 651 (affirming a holding of obviousness-type double patenting because 
the claims at issue were obvious over claims in four prior art patents); In re Berg , 140 
F.3d at 1437, 46 USPQ2d at 1233 (Fed. Cir. 1998) (affirming a holding of obviousness- 
type double patenting where a patent application claim to a genus is anticipated by a 
patent claim to a species within that genus). " ELI LILLY AND COMPANY v BARR 
LABORATORIES, INC., United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, ON 
PETITION FOR REHEARING EN BANC (DECIDED: May 30, 2001). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. - Claims 1-2, 4-22, 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 



by Hoffman et al. (US 6,640,240). 
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8. As per claim 1, Hoffman teaches a method of operating a cache system to serve 
one set of cached data in response to multiple different data requests, comprising: 

receiving a first request for a first set of data, said first request comprising a first 
session identifier configured to identify a first client session (Col. 1 , line 55; Col. 14, 
lines 34-35); 

serving said first set of data from the cache system in response to said first 
request (Col. 2, lines 52-54); 

receiving a second request for said first set of data, said second request 
comprising a second session identifier different from said first session identifier (Col. 1 , 
line 59; Col. 5, lines 60-67; Col. 6, lines 1-5). 

serving said first set of data from the cache system in response to said second 
request (Col. 2, lines 52-54). 

9. As per claim 2, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said first set of 
data is identifiable by a data identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-29; Col. 14, lines 34-35); and 

wherein each of said first request and said second request comprise said data 
identifier (Col. 14, lines 34-35). 

10. As per claim 4, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 2, wherein said first 
identifier is combined with said data identifier in said first request (Col. 6, lines 27-35); 
and 

wherein said second session identifier is combined with said data identifier in 
said second request (Col. 6, lines 27-35). 
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11. As per claim 5, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 2, further comprising, prior 
to said receiving a second request: 

caching said first set of data (Col. 2, lines 48-49; Col. 6, lines 27-30); and 
( associating a portion of said first request with said cached first set of data (Col. 2, 
lines 48-49, lines 52-54; Col. 6, lines 27-35). 

12. As per claim 6, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 5, wherein said portion 
comprises a combination of said data identifier and said first session identifier (Col. 2, 
lines 48-49, lines 52-54; Col. 18, lines 49-51). 

13. As per claim 7, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 5, wherein said serving said 
first set of data in response to said second request comprises: 

searching the cache system for a set of data responsive to said second request 
(Col. 2, lines 50-51); and 

matching said first set of data with said second request (Col. 2, lines 62-65). 

14. As per claim 8, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 7, wherein said searching 
comprises comparing said associated portion of said first request to said second 
request (Col. 8, lines 63-65). 

15. As per claim 9, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 8, wherein during said 
comparing, one or more of said first session identifier and said session identifier are 
ignored (Col. 9, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23). 

16. As per claim 10, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 7, wherein said searching 
comprises replacing one or more of said first session identifier and said second session 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,102 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2154 

identifier with a default session identifier (Col. 9, lines 48-50, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 
20-23; Col. 14, lines 8-9; Col. 18, lines 11-13). 

1 7. As per claim 1 1 , Hoffman teaches the method of claim 5, wherein said associating 
comprises replacing said first session identifier with a default session identifier (Col. 9, 
lines 48-50, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23; Col. 14, lines 8-9; Col. 18, lines 11-13). 

18. As per claim 12, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising, prior 
to said serving said first set of data in response to said second request: 

inserting said second session identifier into one or more data identifiers within 
said first set of data (Col. 2, lines 60-67; Col. 3, lines 1-5; Col. 8, lines 4-5; Col. 12, lines 
17-18). 

19. As per claim 13, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 12, wherein said inserting 
comprises replacing said first session identifier in first data identifier with a said second 
session identifier (Col. 16, lines 7-8). 

20. As per claim 14, Hoffman teaches a method of serving one set of cached data, 
from a cache system, in response to a plurality of different data requests, wherein each 
data request comprises a different session identifier, the method comprising: 

receiving a first request for a first set of data from a first client session (Col. 1 , 
line 55), wherein said first request comprises: 

a data identifier identifying said first set of data (Col. 6, lines 27-29); and 
a first session identifier identifying said first client session (Col. 14, lines 

34-35); 

receiving said first set of data from a data server (Col. 2, lines 55-56); 
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caching said first set of data, wherein said first set of data is identifiable in the 
cache system by information included in said first request (Col. 2, lines 48-49; Col. 6, 
lines 27-30; Col. 14, lines 34-35; Col. 18, lines 49-51); 

receiving a second request for said first set of data from a second client session 
(Col. 1, line 59), wherein said second request comprises: 

said data identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-35); and 

a second session identifier identifying said second client session (CoL 6, lines 
27-30): 

retrieving said first set of data from a cache (Col. 6, lines 27-35); 
serving said first set of data in response to said second request (Col. 2, 
lines 52-56; Col. 6, lines 20-33). 

21 . As per claim 15, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 14, wherein in said first 
request, said data identifier is combined with said first session identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-29). 

22. As per claim 16, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 14, wherein said retrieving 
comprises searching for a previous request for which said first set of data was cached 
(Col. 2, lines 47-56). 

23. As per claim 17, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 16, wherein said 
searching comprises comparing a portion of said second request with said information 
included in said first request (Col. 1, lines 59-62; Col. 2, lines 47-65). 

24. As per claim 18, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 17, wherein said information 
included in said first request comprises said data identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-29). 
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25. As per claim 19, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 16, wherein said first 
session identifier and said second identifier are ignored during said searching (Col. 9, 
lines 57-61 ; Col. 1 0, lines 20-23). 

26. As per claim 20, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 16, wherein said searching 
comprises replacing one of said first session identifier and said second identifier with a 
default value (Col. 9, lines 48-50, lines 57-61 ; Col. 1 0, lines 20-23; Col. 1 8, lines 1 1 -1 3). ' 

27. As per claim 21 , Hoffman teaches the method of claim 14, further comprising, prior 
to said serving: 

extracting said second session identifier from said second request (Col. 2, lines 
47-56): and 

combining said second session identifier with a first data identifier in said first set 
of data (Col. 1 , lines 53-60). 

28. As per claim 22, Hoffman teaches the method of claim 21 , wherein said combining 
comprises replacing said first session identifier with said second session identifier (Col. 14, 
lines 8-9). 

21 . As per claim 27, Hoffman teaches a cache system for caching data from a data 
server, comprising: 

a first cache memory configured to store a first data item, wherein said first data item 
is retrieved from a data server for serving in response to a first data request comprising a 
first session identifier (Col. 1 , lines 53-57); 
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a parser configured to parse a second data request comprising a second session 
identifier different from said first session identifier (Col. 6, lines 36-37); 

wherein said first data item is served in response to said data request (Col. 2, lines 
48-54). 

22. As per claim 28, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 27, wherein said first 
data request comprises a combination of a first data identifier and said first data item and 
said first session identifier and said second data request comprises a combination of said 
first data identifier and said second session identifier (Col. 6, lines 27-29); and 

wherein said parser is configured to extract said second session identifier from said 
second data request (Col. 2, lines 48-54; Col. 6, lines 36-37). 

23. As per claim 29, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 27, wherein said first 
data item comprises a data identifier of another data item (Col. 2, lines 48-54; Col. 6, lines 
37-41); and 

wherein said second session identifier is combine with said data identifier of said 
other data item prior to serving said first data item (Col. 16, lines 53-57). 

24. As per claim 30, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 27, further comprising: 
a second cache memory configured to store a first portion of said first data request, 

wherein said portion may be compared to a second portion of said second data request to 
determine if said first data item is responsive to said second data request (Col. 2, lines 47- 
67; Col. 3, lines 1-5); 

wherein said first session identifier and said second session identifier are ignored 
(Col. 9, lines 57-61; Col. 10, lines 20-23). 
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25. As per claim 31 , Hoffman teaches a cache system for serving one set of data in 
response to different requests, comprising: 

parsing means configured to examine a data request to identify a requested set of 
data (Col. 6, lines 36-37); 

retrieval means configured to retrieve a session identifier from said data request 
(Col. 6, lines 27-35); and 

search means configured to search a cache for said requested set of data, wherein 
said search means is further configured to disregard said session identifier and a session 
identifier of a previous request in response to which said request set of data was served 
(Col. 2, lines 48-54; Col. 6, lines 58-62). 

26. As per claim 32, Hoffman teaches the cache system of claim 31 , further comprising 
update means configured to update one or more data identifiers in said requested set of 
data to include said session identifier (Col. 2, lines 47-56). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

27. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hoffman et 
al. (hereinafter Hoffman) US 6,640,240, in view of Ben-ltzhak, Yuval (hereinafter Ben- 
Itzhak) US 2003/0023873). 
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28. As per claim 3, Hoffman does not explicitly teach the method of claim 2, wherein 
said data identifier is a URI (Uniform Resource Identifier). 

29. Ben-ltzhak teaches a method wherein a data identifier is a URI (Uniform Resource 
Locator) (Paragraphs [0070] and [0116]). 

30. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Ben-ltzhak and Hoffman because they both deal with 
identification of data and its monitoring functionality. Furthermore, the teaching of Ben- 
ltzhak to allow wherein said data identifier is a URI (Uniform Resource Locator) would 
improve the functionality for Hoffman's system by providing added parameters that would 
speed up the data transmission and security throughout the cache. 

31 . Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C.(a) as being unpatentable over Hoffman 
et al. (hereinafter Hoffman) US 6,640,240, in view of 'Official Notice'. 

32. As per claim 23, Hoffman teaches a method of operating a cache system to serve 
one set of cached data in response to multiple different data requests, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a first request for a first set of data, said first request comprising a first 
session identifier configured to identify a first client session (Col. 1, line 55; Col. 14, 
lines 34-35); 

serving said first set of data from the cache system in response to said first 
request (Col. 2, lines 52-54); 
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receiving a second request for said first set of data, said second request 
comprising a second session identifier different from said first session identifier (Col. 1 , 
line 59; Col. 5, lines 60-67; Col. 6, lines 1-5). 

serving said first set of data from the cache system in response to said second 
request (Col. 2, lines 52-54). 

33. Hoffman does not teach a computer readable storage medium storing instructions 
that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform a method of operating 
a cache system to serve one set of cached data in response to multiple different data 
requests. However 'Official Notice 1 is taken by the Examiner that storing the instructions of 
the caching system would have enabled the transportation and installation of the method 
on other systems. It would have been obvious to use a computer readable storage medium 
for storing instructions for implementing Hoffman's program on a computer readable 
medium because it would have enabled the distribution and widespread use of the caching 
program. 

34. Claim 24 do not teach or define any new limitations above claim 23 and therefore 
are rejected for similar reasons. 

35. As per claim 25, Hoffman teaches a data structure configured for caching data items 
from a data server, the data structure comprising: 

a first data item served in response to a first data request having a first session 
identifier (Col. 1 , lines 54-62); 

a portion of said first data request (Col. 2, lines 59-62); 
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wherein said portion of said first data request is compared to a portion of a second 
data request having a second session identifier (Col. 2, lines 62-67); and 

wherein said first data item is served in response to said second data request 
(Col. 2, lines 48-54). 

36. Hoffman does not teach a computer readable storage medium containing a data 
structure configured for caching data items from a data server. However 'Official Notice' is 
taken by the Examiner that storing the instructions of the caching system would have 
enabled the transportation and installation of the method on other systems. It would have 
been obvious to use a computer readable storage medium for storing instructions for 
implementing Hoffman's program on a computer readable medium because it would have 
enabled the distribution and widespread use of the caching program. 

37. As per claim 26, Hoffman teaches a method of claim 25, wherein said portion of 
said first data request includes said first session identifier (Col. 2, lines 52-54, Col. 6, 
lines 27-29). 

38. Hoffman does not teach a computer readable storage medium wherein said portion 
of said first data request includes said first session identifier. However 'Official Notice' is 
taken by the Examiner that storing the instructions of the caching system would have 
enabled the transportation and installation of the method on other systems. It would have 
been obvious to use a computer readable storage medium for storing instructions for 
implementing Hoffman's program on a computer readable medium because it would have 
enabled the distribution and widespread use of the caching program. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

i. US 6,505,230 Mohan et al. 

ii. US 6,507,891 Challenger et al. 

iii. US 5,740,430 Rosenberg et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas A. Martin whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 3970. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 

273- 3970. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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